
Eschatology - The Doctrine of Last Things
The Millennium

Part 2 - Revelation 20

1. Some introductory comments on Revelation 20:1-10
1.1. Revelation 20:1–10  And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key 

to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that 
ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He 
threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he 
must be set free for a short time.  4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had 
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded 
because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not 
worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of 
the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first 
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The 
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with him for a thousand years. 7 When the thousand years are over, 
Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the 
four corners of the earth — Gog and Magog — to gather them for battle. In number 
they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth 
and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 
lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

1.2. Key issues in interpreting Revelation 20:1-10
1.2.1. As always, it is imperative that we let the genre of literature determine our 

hermeneutic method.  In this case, the genre is apocalyptic, a well known 
genre from the ancient world which was full of symbolism and figurative 
speech.  This must be keep at the front of our minds as we interpret the 
passage.

1.2.2. Because apocalyptic literature is part of prophetic literature, we must 
remember that by nature it is given in visions and riddles, and must therefore 
be interpreted in light of clearer, more straightforward portions of Scripture.  
This principle is noted by God Himself:
1.2.2.1. Numbers 12:6–8 he said, “Listen to my words: “When a prophet of 

the Lord is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to 
him in dreams. 7 But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is 
faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak face to face, clearly 
and not in riddles; he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were 
you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” 



1.2.3. We should specifically remember that Revelation often uses numbers in a 
figurative rather than a literal manner.  This is true of the seven churches of 
Asia (there were far more than seven - these were chosen because seven is a 
number of fulness), of the 144,000 sealed from the 12 tribes (it is 
12x12x1,000 - to indicate fulness), the fact that Jerusalem is 12,000 stadia 
cubed (Revelation 21:16), and the walls were 144 cubits thick (both of which 
are built on multiples of 12, and one with 1,000 built into the number).  
Furthermore there are seven angels, the seven spirits (or sevenfold Spirit) of 
God, seven trumpets, seven seals, and seven bowls.  Suffice it to say numbers 
are EXTREMELY symbolic in the whole book of Revelation.

1.2.4. Finally, when looking at the resurrections in Revelation 20:4-6, we should 
also consider if John has any similar passages that might shed light on this 
more obscure passage.

2. Specific comments on Revelation 20:1-10
2.1. Revelation 20:1-3 - note how the passage begins with a lot of symbolism.

2.1.1. Revelation 20:1–3 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the 
key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, 
that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand 
years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to 
keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were 
ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 
2.1.1.1. Is there a LITERAL lock and key for the Abyss?
2.1.1.2. Is there a literal chain?  How would a literal physical chain be used 

on a spirit being that does not have a physical body to be chained?
2.1.1.3. Notice the symbolic names for Satan.  He is not literally a serpent 

or a dragon.  These are symbols.
2.1.1.4. Is Satan literally bound with a chain and literally locked and sealed 

in a chamber (the Abyss)?  Is the Abyss literally sealed?  Or is it 
more likely that these are symbolic statements?

2.1.1.5. Even if one believes Satan is literally bound and his movement 
restricted, the passage still uses symbols to express this in terms we 
could understand, rather than literal terms, since the use of a 
physical chain and dungeon makes no sense for spirit beings who 
have no bodies. The same thing is true of the angels mentioned in 
Jude 1:6, another bit of apocalyptic literature.  



2.1.1.6. The binding of Satan finds a parallel in Mark 3:27:
2.1.1.6.1. Mark 3:27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s 

house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties 
up (δέω) the strong man. Then he can rob his house. 
2.1.1.6.1.1. Here Jesus is talking about how it is that 

he has the power to drive out demons.  
This can only be done if the master of 
the house - Satan - has been bound first.  
Since Jesus is driving out the demons, 
the master of the house, Satan, has 
already been bound.

2.1.1.6.1.2. The same verb, δέω, is used for binding 
here as in Revelation 20:2.

2.1.1.6.1.3. Mark 2:27 (and its parallel in Matthew 
12:29) and Revelation 20:2 are the only 
places Satan is spoken of as being bound 
in the NT.  Is the Gospels Satan is 
already bound during the time of Jesus, 
and this binding did NOT refer to a 
physical binding, but rather to a 
restriction of his power and authority as 
people were set free from his control.

2.1.1.6.2. Luke 10:17–20 The seventy-two returned with joy and 
said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.” 18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample 
on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power 
of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do 
not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”
2.1.1.6.2.1. Notice that as the disciples minister in 

Jesus’ name and under His authority, 
Satan falls from heaven. This is likely 
symbolic language to refer to the fact 
that through Christ the believers now 
have removed Satan from his place of 
authority. This is why Jesus speaks of 
the demons submitting to the disciples in 
v19.

2.1.1.6.2.2. In any event, it is clear that the authority 
given to believers in Christ has the effect 
of altering Satan’s place and activity 
now - not in some future age.



2.1.1.7. It appears that Satan’s activity has been severely restricted 
throughout this age - from the time of Christ’s first coming until 
the time of His second coming.
2.1.1.7.1. This binding of Satan was directly taught by Jesus in 

His ministry.
2.1.1.7.2. Revelation 20 does not indicate that their will be no 

more evil. Rather, it states that Satan will no longer 
have the same freedom to deceive the nations.

2.1.1.7.3. The time that Satan is bound is the same time that the 
saints reign - 1,000 years. As we will see below, this is 
a reference to the church age when regenerated 
believers are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms, 
and the Gospel is going forth to all nations.

2.1.1.7.4. Being “bound” does NOT indicate a total restriction of 
Satan’s activity. He was bound during Jesus’ ministry, 
yet was obviously still active. Furthermore, in Hebrews 
2:14-15 we are told that Jesus’ death destroyed the 
devil. Obviously, it did not totally destroy him; rather, it 
destroyed his power of holding us in the fear of death 
(see v15.) The same thing is true here - Satan is not 
bound from all activities - merely from deceiving the 
nations in the way he had done previous to the coming 
of Christ.

2.1.1.7.5. Also note the advance of the faith since Satan was 
bound from Christ’s advent until now. In the 2,000 
years from Abraham to Christ, the Gospel made barely 
any impact on the nations. Since Satan was bound 
during Christ’s ministry, however, the Gospel has 
advanced all over the world, and people from every 
nation are embracing the Gospel. This could not happen 
if Satan were not bound from deceiving the nations as 
he had prior to the work of Christ.



2.1.2. Revelation 20:4-6 finds its parallel in John 5:24-29:
2.1.2.1. Revelation 20:4–6   I saw thrones on which were seated those who 

had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those 
who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and 
because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or 
his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their 
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 
were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are 
those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has 
no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with him for a thousand years. 

2.1.2.2. John 5:24–29  I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 25 I tell you the 
truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as 
the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life 
in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he 
is the Son of Man.  28 Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and 
come out — those who have done good will rise to live, and those 
who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 
2.1.2.2.1. Notice that in John 5:24 a person who has heard the 

word of Christ and believes has crossed over from 
death (θάνατος) to life (ζωή). This is not something that 
will happen in the future - it is something that happens 
now. They were dead, and they have now come to life. 
This is clearly speaking of regeneration. 

2.1.2.2.2. Note that in John 5:25, the time has already come when 
the dead (νεκρός) will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear it will live (ζάω) - the same verb 
used in Revelation 20:4 - they came to life. Once again, 
this is happening from Jesus’ time forward - the church 
age. The (spiritually) dead hear Jesus, and they come to 
life (spiritually). This is clearly speaking of 
regeneration.



2.1.2.2.3. Also note that in John 5:28-29, Jesus looks to a future 
resurrection. This one is not happening yet, for Jesus 
says “a time is coming” - but does not say “and now is” 
as in verse 25. This event is entirely future. However, 
note the similarity with the event described in vv24-25 - 
the dead hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 
come out - either rising (ἀνάστασις) to life (ζωή) or 
rising (ἀνάστασις) to judgement. This is clearly 
speaking of the future resurrection of both believers and 
unbelievers.

2.1.2.2.4. Thus, note that in both John and Revelation we hear of 
two different times where the dead come to life. In 
Revelation 20 many argue that the first resurrection 
(vv4,6) must be a bodily resurrection, since the second 
resurrection (v5 - the rest did not come to life until after 
the 1,000 years were ended). However, this ignores that 
in John’s Gospel (written by the same author), the first 
coming to life is spiritual, but the second is physical - a 
point on which virtually everyone agrees. 

2.1.2.2.5. Thus, in John’s Gospel we have a spiritual resurrection 
of only believers (regeneration) in the present age, and 
at a far distant date we have the bodily resurrection of 
both believers and unbelievers. Furthermore, the future 
bodily resurrection is associated with the judgement of 
unbelievers. And we see this same exact pattern in 
Revelation 20. First there is a spiritual resurrection 
(note it only speaks of their ‘souls’ in verse 4, not their 
bodies), and then after a great period of time (spoken of 
symbolically as 1,000 years), the rest of the dead come 
to life (v5), and at that time there is the judgement 
(vv11-15).



2.1.2.2.6. Consequently, if we let the clear passage - John 5 - 
guide us in our interpretation of the more symbolic 
passage - Revelation 20 - we see that the first 
resurrection in Revelation 20 is really regeneration - the 
dead hear the voice of the Son of God and are raised to 
life. Further, these believers are delivered from the 
power of the second death. They will die the first death 
(physical), many of them at the hands of Satan’s 
minions. But they have already crossed over from death 
to life, and when they experience the first death, they 
simply await the second resurrection - when their 
bodies are raised to life. But those who do not hear the 
voice of the Son of God (the rest of the dead in v5) will 
not only go through the first death, but will have to face 
the second death - when they their bodies are raised 
only to face judgement.

2.1.2.3. This same language of spiritual raising is used many other places 
in the NT
2.1.2.3.1. John 11:24–26 Martha answered, “I know he will rise 

again in the resurrection (αναστασις) at the last day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection (αναστασις) 
and the life (ζωή). He who believes in me will live 
(ζάω), even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives (ζάω) 
and believes in me will never die (ἀποθνῄσκω). Do you 
believe this?”
2.1.2.3.1.1. In v24, Martha is clearly looking to the 

future bodily resurrection, which will 
occur at the last day (and not 1,000 years 
prior to the last day!) This is the second 
resurrection - the bodily resurrection.

2.1.2.3.1.2. In v25, Jesus assures Martha that 
everyone who believes in Him (those 
who hear His voice in the language of 
John 5), will live even if they die. That 
is, even if their body dies, they will be 
raise. This is likely looking at the future 
bodily resurrection as well.



2.1.2.3.1.3. In v26, Jesus goes further and says that 
if someone believes in Him they will 
live and never die. This is not a 
statement that their body will never die, 
for it will. Rather, it is a statement that is 
one lives spiritually, they will never 
spiritually die. They are already raised, 
having crossed over from death to life. 
This is the first resurrection - the 
spiritual resurrection of regeneration.

2.1.2.3.1.4. Thus, this passage is very similar to John 
5:24-28 and Revelation 20.

2.1.2.3.2. John 6:53–58 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life (ζωή) in you. 54 Whoever eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life (ζωή), 
and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is 
real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live 
because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will 
live (ζάω) because of me. 58 This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died 
(ἀποθνῄσκω), but he who feeds on this bread will live 
(ζάω) forever.”
2.1.2.3.2.1. Note that once again we have a play on 

the ideas of both physical and spiritual 
life and death. This is clearly a major 
theme for John.

2.1.2.3.2.2. Note that if we partake of Jesus - here by 
feeding on Him rather than hearing Him 
- we live now and will live forever. This 
living forever is clearly spiritual, since 
Christians do die physically. However, it  
is a play on words as well, since the 
people in the wilderness died physically, 
but we will live spiritually forever if we 
feed upon Christ. Furthermore, we will 
live physically, for Christ will raise us up 
- on the last day (once again, not 1,000 
years before the last day).



2.1.2.3.3. Romans 6:1–11 What shall we say, then? Shall we go 
on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or 
don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life. 5 If we have been united with him like this in his 
death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin — 
7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 
8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was 
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he 
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
2.1.2.3.3.1. Once again note the play on both 

physical and spiritual life and death. 
Clearly the death of Christ in view in 
v3,4,5,6,8,9,10 is clearly a physical 
death. However, the death of the believer 
in view in v 2,4,6,8,11 is clearly not 
physical death but the spiritual death to 
sin that occurs when the believer is 
regenerated. When the believer becomes 
alive to God he dies to sin.

2.1.2.3.3.2. Also note that our present new life in v4 
is directly related to Christ’s 
resurrection. Our new life is spiritual - it 
is not a bodily resurrection. But it is a 
new life nonetheless, and it is given 
because of Christ’s resurrection. 

2.1.2.3.3.3. Furthermore, note that in v8 those who 
have died with Christ - by coming to life 
through Him - will also live with Him. 
This seems to be pointing to the future 
resurrection of the body.



2.1.2.3.3.4. Thus, in Romans 6, we who were dead 
have been made alive in Christ - raised 
to life - at the time we were untied to 
Him in faith and died to sin. And we will 
be raised to life (bodily) in the future 
because of His resurrection as well.

2.1.2.3.4. Ephesians 2:4–7 But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by 
grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up 
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
2.1.2.3.4.1. Note that we were dead - spiritually. 

Then we were made alive with Christ. 
This is resurrection. The dead come to 
life. But it is spiritual, rather than 
physical.

2.1.2.3.4.2. Furthermore, note that we who have 
been raised spiritually are now seated 
with Christ in heaven - the same thing 
we see in Revelation 20:4-6. Those who 
have taken part in the first resurrection - 
regeneration - are seated in heaven with 
Christ now, and need not fear death - 
either the first death (temporal/physical) 
nor the second death (eternal/spiritual). 

2.1.2.3.4.3. Finally, it should be noted that the word 
used for “raised us together” with Christ 
is a compound form of the same word 
used for the resurrection of Christ in 
Ephesians 1:20. This is important 
because it shows that the same word 
used for bodily resurrection may also be 
used for spiritual resurrection.



2.1.2.3.5. Colossians 2:12–15 having been buried with him in 
baptism and raised with him through your faith in the 
power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 When 
you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 
your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written 
code, with its regulations, that was against us and that 
stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the 
cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and 
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross.
2.1.2.3.5.1. Note that once again we see terms like 

death, burial, life, and raised use not 
only of literal, physical death/burial/life/ 
raising, but also for spiritual death/ 
burial/life/raising. 

2.1.2.3.5.2. Note that once again our spiritual death 
and raising are linked with Christ’s 
physical death and resurrection. 

2.1.2.3.5.3. Further, note that once again the term for 
our spiritual raising to life is a 
compound for of the same one used for 
Christ’s physical resurrection (ἐγείρω). 
Again, this shows that the same term can 
be used for a spiritual and a physical 
resurrection in the same passage. The 
same word is clearly being used in two 
different senses in the same passage. 
Thus, to argue that the first and second 
resurrections in Revelation 20 must both 
be physical is false, for the two 
resurrections in all of these passages are 
of different types - one spiritual and one 
physical.



2.1.2.3.5.4. Finally, note that in v15 Christ’s death is 
spoken of as having disarmed the 
Satanic powers arrayed against us, 
triumphing over them in a public 
spectacle. This was what happened when 
the Romans conquered a people - they 
put them in chains and brought them as 
captives. This is very similar to what we 
see in Revelation 20:1-3 where Satan is 
now bound like a prisoner as a result of 
the work of Christ.

2.1.2.4. Thus, the clear, consistent teaching of the NT is that we who were 
spiritually dead, upon hearing the voice of Christ, are raised from 
the dead and seated with Christ. These people have experienced the 
resurrection life of Christ and will never taste the second death - 
spiritual death. And should they die before Christ returns, they will 
experience the second raising - the resurrection of the body. 

2.1.2.5. Consequently, it seems clear that the resurrection pictured in 
Revelation 20:4-6 is not a resurrection of a select group of 
believers (those who have died in the tribulation for example) but 
rather refers to the spiritual resurrection experienced by all 
believers - regeneration and being seated with Christ in heaven. 

2.1.2.6. The reason not worshipping the best or receiving the mark, and 
being martyred are specifically mentioned is that these are 
representative of the trials and tribulations the believers John was 
writing to encourage experienced, and they are also representative 
of what believers will experience throughout this age, and 
especially as the final day approaches (see vv7-10 below).

2.1.3. Revelation 20:7-11 - finds it parallel in Ezekiel 38-39
2.1.3.1. Revelation 20:7–10 When the thousand years are over, Satan will 

be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations 
in the four corners of the earth — Gog and Magog — to gather 
them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 
9They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the 
camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, 
was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the 
false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.

2.1.3.2. Due to length, I will not copy all of Ezekiel 38-39, but notice the 
similarities: 
2.1.3.2.1. Both passages specifically mention Gog and Magog - 

the only places in Scripture to do so.



2.1.3.2.2. Both Scriptures mention the vast numbers of people 
that are part of God and Magog.

2.1.3.2.3. Both texts mention Gog and Magog advancing against 
the people of God.

2.1.3.2.4. In both texts, God and Magog are destroyed by divine 
intervention.

2.1.3.2.5. In both texts, the next chapter after the defeat of God 
and Magog display the Temple of God. In Ezekiel this 
runs from Chapters 40-48 with the vision focused on 
the Temple. In Revelation Chapters 21-22 focus on the 
New Jerusalem, the eternal Temple.

2.1.3.3. Revelation 20:7-10 is also a recapitulation of Revelation 19:17-21. 
Note that the book of Revelation is NOT chronological. Rather, it 
shows events from many different angles, so that the same event 
may be covered multiple times.)
2.1.3.3.1. Revelation 19:17–21 And I saw an angel standing in the 

sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in 
midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of 
God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, 
and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the 
flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.” 19 
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their 
armies gathered together to make war against the rider 
on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was 
captured, and with him the false prophet who had 
performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With 
these signs he had deluded those who had received the 
mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of 
them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur. 21 The rest of them were killed with the sword 
that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, 
and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.

2.1.3.3.2. Once again, notice that massive numbers of people 
gather to fight against Christ (the rider on the horse) 
and His army (His people). But behind these masses are 
the spiritual forces of evil. In Revelation 20 the ultimate 
deceiver - Satan - is identified, but here it is his 
henchmen, the beast and the false prophet.



2.1.3.3.3. Although the phrase Gog and Magog is not used, the 
words of the angel to the birds concerning coming and 
eating are very similar to Ezekiel 39:17-20:
2.1.3.3.3.1. Ezekiel 39:17–20 “Son of man, this is 

what the Sovereign Lord says: Call out 
to every kind of bird and all the wild 
animals: ‘Assemble and come together 
from all around to the sacrifice I am 
preparing for you, the great sacrifice on 
the mountains of Israel. There you will 
eat flesh and drink blood. 18 You will eat 
the flesh of mighty men and drink the 
blood of the princes of the earth as if 
they were rams and lambs, goats and 
bulls — all of them fattened animals 
from Bashan. 19 At the sacrifice I am 
preparing for you, you will eat fat till 
you are glutted and drink blood till you 
are drunk. 20 At my table you will eat 
your fill of horses and riders, mighty 
men and soldiers of every kind,’ declares 
the Sovereign Lord.

2.1.3.3.4. In Ezekiel 38-39, Revelation 19:17-21, and Revelation 
20:7-10, the end is the same - God crushes His enemies. 

2.1.3.3.5. Given all of these similarities, it is highly unlikely that 
they are referring to three separate events. Rather, they 
all refer to the same event, looking at it from different 
angles. John is completing the vision given to Ezekiel 
concerning the coming final rebellion of humanity 
against God. And this rebellion is drawn to a close by 
the return of Christ, which ushers in the final defeat of 
God’s enemies, and the final judgement.

2.1.4. While much more could be said on Revelation 20, I think it is clear that if we 
read it in light of the clear teaching on eschatology in the rest of the NT, it is 
not teaching multiple resurrections, nor a future age that is a hybrid of this age 
and the age to come, but rather the same things we see elsewhere:
2.1.4.1. The age between the first and second coming of Christ will be 

characterized by good and evil throughout.
2.1.4.2. During this time, Satan is bound from deceiving the nations so that 

the Gospel can go forth.
2.1.4.3. As people hear and respond to the Gospel, they are raised from 

death to life and are spiritually seated and reigning with Christ in 
heaven.



2.1.4.4. As the time of the end draws near, Satan will be released to give 
his full power to deceiving the nations so that they will unite 
against the people of God.

2.1.4.5. The return of Christ will be the time of the final judgement, when 
believers will enter into unending joy, and unbelievers will be 
raised only to go into unending misery.

2.1.5. Problems with a premillennial reading of Revelation 20
2.1.5.1. In a premillennial reading of Revelation 20, there are both 

glorified, resurrected saints and mortal saints and unbelievers 
living side by side during the millennium. Where do we see this in 
the rest of the NT? Where do we read of an age that is a mingling 
of this age and the age to come? The NT is quite clear - there is 
this age, characterized by sin, death, persecution, marriage, 
childbearing, etc. and the age to come, ushered in at the return of 
Christ, and characterized by no more death, sorrow, pain, marriage, 
childbearing, etc. Where do we see any evidence of an an in- 
between age?

2.1.5.2. In a premillennial reading of Revelation 20, after 1,000 of blessing 
- almost no crime, problems, long life, the presence of undying 
glorified saints and the personal, direct presence of the glorified 
Jesus beheld in al of His glory, the majority of humanity still rebels 
against God and His rule. While that is certainly the trait of this 
age, there are none of the things which describe the millennium at 
present, and in the age to come there will be no rebellion against 
God. So once again, where do we see such a “mixed age” - neither 
this age nor the age to come - in the rest of the NT?

2.1.5.3. In a premillennial reading of Revelation 20, there are multiple 
resurrections separated by 1,000 years. Where do we see even a 
hint of this in the rest of the NT? As seen above, the rest of the
NT is clear - at the return of Christ the resurrection and judgement 
occur. It is all one event So how do we explain the 1,000 year gap 
in the premillennial understanding of this passage?

2.1.6. Problems with a postmillennial reading of Revelation 20
2.1.6.1. The main problem with a postmillennial reading of Revelation 20 

is explaining how the world will become so Christianized, with the 
Gospel dominating every sector of every nation, that the majority 
of these people will then rebel against God. Either the Gospel was 
not really penetrating society as the postmillennialists claim, or 
there could not be a rebellion involving so much of humanity. It is 
hard to see how both can be true.



2.1.6.2. Postmillennialism falls into the opposite error of premillennialism. 
While premillennialism tries to remove the now but not yet tension 
of this age by so stressing the rebellion and minimizing the present 
rule and reign of Christ and the effect of the Gospel that the 
positive effects of God’s work all but disappear, postmillennialists 
remove this tension by so stressing the rule of Christ and the 
growing influence of the Gospel that the continued worldwide 
rebellion against God and the persecution of his people throughout 
this age all but disappear - only to massively reappear in an 
inexplicable manner at the end of the millennium.


