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PREPARING TO TEACH
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Where Is the Gospel?

How does today’s Bible story fit into God's greater plan of redemption?

The Great Commission of Matthew 28:16-20 is not found in the other Gospels, but
has a companion passage in Luke. Jesus had earlier commissioned the disciples to
spread the message of his death and resurrection (Luke 24:47). Both passages tell
us that the gospel is to be preached to all nations. The salvation of Jesus Christ is not
limited to the Jews, but is to go to all nations and all peoples. Matthew records that

those who receive the message are to be baptized. That baptism, Paul later explains,

is an identification with the death and resurrection of Jesus in the life of the individual
believer (Romans 6:3-4).

THE LESSON
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