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PREPARING TO TEACH

TEACHING POINTS

Joseph's brothers plotted against him—In their jealousy, Joseph’s brothers plan to murder
him. They have certainly heard how their own father stole the birthright of his older brother,
Esau. Now it appears that the same thing is happening to them. The older brothers are going
to bow down to the younger! They resent Joseph’s dreams and the special treatment their father
gives him. They despise that Joseph, in his manager’s coat, is checking up on their work as if he

were the oldest brother. In their sinful judging, the brothers sentence Joseph to death.

(Later, in Egypt, Joseph’s strong abilities as a manager and leader became obvious. Clearly,

Jacob saw something special in his son and was not simply “playing favorites.”)

Not all the brothers are equally guilty, but all are guilty—Not all the brothers are equally
guilty in the plot against Joseph. At the same time, none of the brothers tries as hard as he can
to save him. Reuben suggests that they simply throw Joseph into a pit without killing him.
Reuben’s hope is to come back later and rescue Joseph. While Reuben is off somewhere else,
Judah suggests that the brothers sell Joseph as a slave. Judah seems genuinely concerned for

Joseph. But he also seems willing to share in the profit the brothers will make if they sell him.

Sin produces more sin—As often happens, one sin leads to another. After selling off their
brother, Joseph’s brothers must lie to their father to conceal their wicked actions. Even Reuben
and Judah were part of the lying. When the sons try to comfort their father in his mourning
for Joseph, they undoubtedly tell additional lies. Sin just produces more sin.

A LITTLE BIT MORE

Deceit
In a rebuke, Paul describes lying (deceit) this way: “You son of the devil, you enemy of all

righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths
of the Lord? (Acts 13:10).

John records Jesus speaking of unbelievers and the devil this way: “You belong to your father,

the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning,
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not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44 N1v).

Deceit started in the human race in the garden when Satan tempted Eve. Adam and Eve hid
from God, and from that time, deception entered the human race and became one of our most
frequent sins. Sin loves to grow in the darkness. In secret, lying allows us to believe we can hide

our sin, but God is not fooled; he sees all things.

WHERE IS JESUS?

How does today’s Bible story fit into God’s greater plan of redemption?

Read Matthew 27:17-23.

Joseph was treated unfairly by his brothers because of the brothers’ resentment and
jealousy. This is one of many Old Testament stories that look forward to the life of Jesus.

Joseph was betrayed, bound, and sold into slavery by his jealous brothers. But later
God would use Joseph to save his brothers. Like Joseph, Jesus was unjustly turned over
to Pilate out of envy, which is very similar to jealousy. And later, Jesus would make a
way of salvation.

When we look at the life of Joseph, we see a picture of Jesus who was betrayed, bound,
and crucified by his own people because they were jealous of him and resented him.

THE LESSON

OPENING REVIEW 5 MIN

Use last week’s lesson outline to review with the children what they learned.

BIBLE STORY 10 MIN

Read Genesis 37:12-36 from the Scriptures or read story 23, “Joseph Is Attacked by His
Brothers,” from The Gospel Story Bible.
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