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PREPARING TO TEACH

TEACHING POINTS

Joseph's brothers plotted against him—In their jealousy, Joseph’s brothers plan to murder
him. They have certainly heard how their own father stole the birthright of his older brother,
Esau. Now it appears that the same thing is happening to them. The older brothers are going
to bow down to the younger! They resent Joseph’s dreams and the special treatment their father
gives him. They despise that Joseph, in his manager’s coat, is checking up on their work as if he

were the oldest brother. In their sinful judging, the brothers sentence Joseph to death.

(Later, in Egypt, Joseph’s strong abilities as a manager and leader became obvious. Clearly,

Jacob saw something special in his son and was not simply “playing favorites.”)

Not all the brothers are equally guilty, but all are guilty—Not all the brothers are equally
guilty in the plot against Joseph. At the same time, none of the brothers tries as hard as he can
to save him. Reuben suggests that they simply throw Joseph into a pit without killing him.
Reuben’s hope is to come back later and rescue Joseph. While Reuben is off somewhere else,
Judah suggests that the brothers sell Joseph as a slave. Judah seems genuinely concerned for

Joseph. But he also seems willing to share in the profit the brothers will make if they sell him.

As often happens, one sin leads to another. After selling off their brother, Joseph’s brothers
must lie to their father to conceal their wicked actions. Even Reuben and Judah were part
of the lying. When the sons try to comfort their father in his mourning for Joseph, they

undoubtedly tell additional lies. Sin just produces more sin.
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WHERE IS JESUS?

How does today’s Bible story fit into God’s greater plan of redemption?
Read Matthew 27:17-23.

Joseph was treated unfairly by his brothers because of the brothers’ resentment and
jealousy. This is one of many Old Testament stories that look forward to the life of Jesus.

Joseph was betrayed, bound, and sold into slavery by his jealous brothers. But later
God would use Joseph to save his brothers. Like Joseph, Jesus was unjustly turned over
to Pilate out of envy, which is very similar to jealousy. And later, Jesus would make a
way of salvation.

When we look at the life of Joseph, we see a picture of Jesus who was betrayed, bound,
and crucified by his own people because they were jealous of him and resented him.

THE LESSON

OPENING REVIEW 5 MIN

Use last week’s lesson outline to review with the children what they learned.

BIBLE STORY 10 MIN

Read Genesis 37:12-36 from the Scriptures or read story 23, “Joseph Is Attacked by His
Brothers,” from The Gospel Story Bible.

OBJECT LESSON 1 10 MIN

One Sin Leads to Another
SUPPLIES:
a brand new twenty-dollar bill

Tell the children that you are going to tell them a secret and they must promise not to tell
anyone. Show them the twenty-dollar bill. Let them pass it around, and when they are finished
looking at it, ask them if they know what it is. They will say a twenty-dollar bill, but you tell

them they are wrong.
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