The Benefits of Devotion to the Word of God

It is our food
But he answered, “It is written, ““Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:4

And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did
not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does
not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth
of the LORD. Deuteronomy 8:3

Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy and
the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.
Jeremiah 15:16

It defends us from Satan and temptation

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.
10 With my whole heart | seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!

" | have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin against you. Psalm

119:9-11

Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God, Ephesians 6:17

But he answered, “It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”... 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is
written, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”... 19 Then Jesus said to
him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God and
him only shall you serve.” Matthew 4:4, 7, 10

It protects us from false teachings and ideas

Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things
were so. Acts 17:11

To the teaching and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word,
it is because they have no dawn. Isaiah 8:20



It forms our hearts to love and delight in God

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. ¢ And these words that | command you today shall be on your
heart. Deuteronomy 6:5-6

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is
sure, making wise the simple; 8the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; ° the fear of
the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and
righteous altogether. 1© More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 1* Moreover, by
them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. Psalm
19:7-11

It causes us to prosper in all of life

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success. Joshua 1:8

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the
way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by
streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In
all that he does, he prospers. 4 The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the
wind drives away. 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the LORD knows the way of the
righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. Psalm 1

Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights
in his commandments! 2 His offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of
the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and riches are in his house, and his
righteousness endures forever. 4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; he
is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 5 It is well with the man who deals
generously and lends; who conducts his affairs with justice. ¢ For the righteous
will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. 7 He is not afraid of bad
news; his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 8 His heart is steady; he will not be
afraid, until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. © He has distributed freely; he
has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever; his horn is exalted in
honor. 1° The wicked man sees it and is angry; he gnashes his teeth and melts
away; the desire of the wicked will perish! Psalm 112



