


What Is
Water 

Baptism?



For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 
10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the 
head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were 
also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not 
with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the 
circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried with him 
in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the 
power of God, who raised him from the dead.



13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled 
the written code, with its regulations, that was against us 
and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to 
the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and 
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them by the cross.  


Colossians 2:9–15



Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life. 5 If we have been united with him like 
this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with 
him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin — 7 because anyone who has 
died has been freed from sin.  (Romans 6:3–7)



Question 75: What is water baptism? 


Water baptism is the sign and seal of our union with Christ 
and the cleansing He provides for sin, a means of grace to 
provide strength in our struggle against sin, and the 
medium through which we testify of our faith in Christ and 
membership in the church.



A Sign and Seal of 
Our Union With 

Christ



Question 75: What is water baptism? 


Water baptism is the sign and seal of our union with 
Christ and the cleansing He provides for sin, a means 
of grace to provide strength in our struggle against sin, and 
the medium through which we testify of our faith in Christ 
and membership in the church.



In him you were also circumcised… 12 having been buried 
with him in baptism…  


Colossians 2:11–12


Sign and Seal - Covenant Symbols



For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily 
form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is 
the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you 
were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, 
not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with 
the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried 
with him in baptism and raised with him through your 
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.  

Colossians 2:9–12

Union With Christ



Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  


Romans 6:3–4


Union With Christ



In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the 
sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of 
men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having 
been buried with him in baptism and raised with him 
through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from 
the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins… 


Colossians 2:11–13

Cleansing From Sin



A Means of Grace In 
Our Struggle 
Against Sin



Question 75: What is water baptism? 


Water baptism is the sign and seal of our union with Christ 
and the cleansing He provides for sin, a means of grace to 
provide strength in our struggle against sin, and the 
medium through which we testify of our faith in Christ and 
membership in the church.



11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of 
the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the 
hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 
12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised 
with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised 
him from the dead.  


Colossians 2:9–12

Burying the Sinful Nature!



Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life… 6 For 
we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin —  


Romans 6:3–4, 6

Burying the Sinful Nature!



Testifying of Our 
Faith & Membership 

In the Church



Question 75: What is water baptism? 


Water baptism is the sign and seal of our union with Christ 
and the cleansing He provides for sin, a means of grace to 
provide strength in our struggle against sin, and the 
medium through which we testify of our faith in Christ 
and membership in the church.



Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”  


Matthew 28:19–20


Disciples of Christ



Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The 
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far 
off — for all whom the Lord our God will call.”  


Acts 2:38–39


Disciples of Christ



Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that day. 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  


Acts 2:41–42


Members of the Local Church



Applying the Word



Our Sacramental Table


