
No Excuses: God Is with You! 


Key idea: 


God calls individual people according to His specific purposes, giving them everything 
they need to walk out that calling, and granting them comfort and assurance that He is 
with them. 


Key text: 


Exodus 4:1-17 (ESV)


Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for 
they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’” The Lord said to him, “What is that in 
your hand?” He said, “A staff.” And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on 
the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. But the Lord said to 
Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught 
it, and it became a staff in his hand— “that they may believe that the Lord, the God of 
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
appeared to you.” Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” And he 
put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like 
snow. Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” So he put his hand back 
inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his 
flesh. “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe 
the latter sign. If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you 
shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that 
you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.” But Moses said to the 
Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to 
your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” Then the Lord said to him, “Who 
has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, 
the Lord? Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall 
speak.” But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” Then the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the 
Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when 
he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. You shall speak to him and put the words in his 
mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to 
do. He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be 
as God to him. And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”
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Key points:


1. God calls people according to His specific purposes.


2. God is patient with the questions and uncertainties of those He calls.


3. God will give those He calls every tool necessary to walk out the calling placed 
on their lives – most importantly, He will be with them. 


Questions for discussion/application:


1. What part of Sunday's teaching stood out most to you? Why?


2. What does this passage say about God’s patience with those He has called? 
How should I respond to this understanding of God’s grace? 


3. Why did God get angry when Moses attempted to directly refuse the call? What 
does this say about God’s character?


4. What does it say about God’s character that He continued to use Moses even 
though he was disobedient?


5. What things might God be calling me to that I find intimidating or scary? How 
should I approach this, knowing that He will give me every tool I need to fulfill that 
calling for His glory?


6. Who do I know that I can encourage to gladly walk in God’s calling on their life? 


7. Who will I call or see to invite to church this coming Sunday?
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