STANDING STRONG

IN TRYING TIMES

The Book of Daniel

History and the Word of the Sovereign God
Key idea:

Daniel was given a vision of two future kingdoms and an evil ruler who will desecrate
God’s Temple and persecute God’s people, but he saw God intervene to destroy the
persecutor and deliver His people, for the Sovereign God rules over the kingdoms of
mankind.

Key text:

In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, |, Daniel, had a vision, after the one that had
already appeared to me. 2 In my vision | saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the
province of Elam; in the vision | was beside the Ulai Canal. 3 | looked up, and there
before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, and the horns were
long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 4 | watched the ram
as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal could stand
against him, and none could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became
great. 5 As | was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between his
eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 6 He
came toward the two-horned ram | had seen standing beside the canal and charged at
him in great rage. 7 | saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering
his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the goat knocked him to
the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue the ram from his power. 8 The
goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was broken off,
and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven. ¢ Out of
one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and
to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10 It grew until it reached the host of the
heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.
1 |t set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice
from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. 12 Because of rebellion, the
host [of the saints] and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in
everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. 13 Then | heard a holy one
speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How long will it take for the vision to be
fulfilled — the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation,
and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?”
14He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be
reconsecrated.” 15> While |, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it,
there before me stood one who looked like a man. ¢ And | heard a man’s voice from the
Ulai calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.” 17 As he came near the
place where | was standing, | was terrified and fell prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to
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me, “understand that the vision concerns the time of the end.” 18 While he was speaking
to me, | was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me and
raised me to my feet. 19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time
of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 20 The two-horned
ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 2! The shaggy goat is the
king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is the first king. 22 The four horns
that replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from
his nation but will not have the same power. 23 “In the latter part of their reign, when
rebels have become completely wicked, a stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will
arise. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause astounding
devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and
the holy people. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior.
When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of
princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. 26 “The vision of the
evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it
concerns the distant future.” 27 |, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days.
Then | got up and went about the king’s business. | was appalled by the vision; it was
beyond understanding. Daniel 8:1-27

Key points:

1. In Daniel 8, Daniel has a vision with several key characters:

a. Aram with 2 horns represents the Medo-Persian empire, and especially its
growth under Cyrus and those who followed him.

b. A goat with one horn that represents Greece and Alexander the Great, and
his incredibly swift rise to power and then his sudden death.

c. Four horns replace the single horn, representing the division of
Alexander’s Empire into four parts.

d. Another horn that grows from one of the four, which represent Antiochus
Epiphanes and his persecution of the people of God.

2. Daniel’s vision accurately prophesied the rise of the Medo-Persian empire, the
ascend of the Persians within that empire, the swift demise of Persia when
Alexander invaded, the sudden death of Alexander, the split of the Greek empire
into 4 parts, and the terrible rise and activities of Antiochus Epiphanes.

3. Antiochus Epiphanes, who is likened in many ways to the little horn of chapter 7,
was empowered by Satan to persecute the people of God, desecrate the Temple,
and ultimately oppose God Himself. However, as prophesied, he came to a
sudden end in 163 BC.
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4. All of this reiterates the themes of the persecution of God’s exile people, the
Sovereignty of God, and the accuracy and authority of God’s Word.

Questions for discussion/application:

1. What part of Sunday's teaching stood out most to me? Why?

2. In Daniel 8, the focus is mainly on the second and third kingdoms of the vision in
Daniel 7. Why is there so much focus on these kingdoms in this chapter?

3. Have | ever heard of the accuracy of the prophecies in Daniel 8 regarding the
Persian empire, Alexander the Great, the four kingdoms, and the rise, activities,
and death of Antiochus Epiphanes? Why would God give this prophecy to his
people before the events happened? How did it help the Israelites after they
returned to the Promised Land?

4. What do | learn from the sudden rise and fall of both Persia and Alexander?

5. Since the ‘little horn’ in Daniel 7 is part of the 4th kingdom (Rome), why is
Antiochus Epiphanes referred to as ‘another horn’ with emphasis that he is little
at first and then grows? In what ways is Antiochus similar to the ‘little horn’ in
Daniel 7? What do | learn from this?

6. Why did Antiochus persecute God’s followers? What was he trying to
accomplish? What can this teach me about likely sources of persecution in the
future?

7. Daniel 8 is full of symbolic imagery - rams, goats, horns, and the stars of heaven.
Why does God use such symbols? What does the symbolism of apocalyptic
literature do that mere straightforward description would not?

8. How do | know which things in apocalyptic literature should be taken as symbolic
and which should be read in a more straightforward manner? For example, how
do | know that the temple/sanctuary and sacrifices should be read as
straightforward descriptors, while the animals, horns, and stars should be read as
symbolic metaphors and not literally? How does the rest of Daniel 8 help me to
do this? How does the rest of Scripture help me to do this?

9. Who will | call or see to encourage this week?

For Further Study:

The Question of the Bible (April 8, 2018)
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Sola Scriptura — The Ultimate Authority of Scripture Alone (October 1, 2017)

The Boundless Word of God (January 8, 2012)

Hezekiah’s Faith - Assyria Falling (October 18, 2009)
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