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He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 
the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his 
custom. And he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of  the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written: 18 “The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to preach good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of  sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favor.”  Luke 4:16–19



Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 
and repentance and forgiveness of  sins will be preached in 
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of  these things. 49 I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”   

Luke 24:45–49



Are Christians only called to be part of  the universal 
Church? 

No, all Christians are called to be part of  local churches 
where they are led and cared for by elders, worship God, 
learn the Scripture, receive the sacraments, pray together, 
serve one another, and carry out the Great 
Commission together.

Catechism Question 71



The Bookends  
of Jesus’ Ministry



He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And 
he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of  the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of  sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favor.”  
Luke 4:16–19

The Beginning Of Jesus’ Public 



Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance and forgiveness of  sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of  these things. 49 I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”  Luke 24:45–49

Jesus’ Last Words In the Gospel



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.   

Acts 1:8

A Continuing Theme In Acts



Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of  
God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Acts 28:31

A Continuing Theme In Acts



Our 
Mission 

Together



The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of  sight 
for the blind, to release the oppressed..   

Luke 4:18

Empowered By the Spirit For Mission



I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high. (Luke 24:49) 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.  
Acts 1:8

Empowered By the Spirit For Mission



The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of  sight 
for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the 
year of  the Lord’s favor.   

Luke 4:18–19

Empowered To Proclaim the Gospel



He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer 
and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance 
and forgiveness of  sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.   

Luke 24:46–47

Empowered To Proclaim the Gospel



The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, because he has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of  sight 
for the blind, to release the oppressed...  

Luke 4:18

Empowered To Meet Physical Needs



and repentance and forgiveness of  sins will be preached 
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.   
Luke 24:47 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.  
Acts 1:8

Empowered For Local and Global Mission



Applying the Word



The Lord’s Supper



Beyond all question,  
the mystery of  godliness is great:  
He appeared in a body,  
was vindicated by the Spirit,  
was seen by angels,  
was preached among the nations,  
was believed on in the world,  
was taken up in glory. 
(From 1 Timothy 3:16)



The Lord’s Supper


