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You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve 
one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a 
single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If  
you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or 
you will be destroyed by each other.   

Galatians 5:13–15



Are Christians only called to be part of  the universal 
Church? 

No, all Christians are called to be part of  local churches 
where they are led and cared for by elders, worship God, 
learn the Scripture, receive the sacraments, pray together, 
serve one another, and carry out the Great 
Commission together.

Catechism Question 71



A Community  
of Free Servants



You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve 
one another in love.   

Galatians 5:13

Set Free By Christ



You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve 
one another in love.   

Galatians 5:13

True Freedom - From Sin!



You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve 
one another in love.   

Galatians 5:13

True Freedom - Serving Others



The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.”   

Galatians 5:14

True Freedom - Serving Others In Love



The Community  
(And School)  

of Servanthood 



The end of  all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-
controlled so that you can pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of  sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 10 Each one should use whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 
various forms. 11 If  anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the 
very words of  God. If  anyone serves, he should do it with the strength 
God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. 
Amen.  1 Peter 4:7–11

Serve With Our Gifts



Do nothing out of  selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of  
you should look not only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of  others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as 
that of  Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but 
made himself  nothing, taking the very nature of  a servant, 
being made in human likeness.  Philippians 2:3–7

Servanthood Modeled On Christ



Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of  
believers.   

Galatians 6:10

Serving Believers and Unbelievers



Applying the Word



The Lord’s Supper -  
Served by Christ



Jesus You, being in very nature God,  
 did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped,  
 but made Yourself  nothing,  
 taking the very nature of  a servant, 
  being made in human likeness.  
And being found in appearance as a man,  
 You humbled Yourself  and became obedient to death —  
 even death on a cross!  



Therefore God exalted You to the highest place  
 and gave You the name that is above every name,  
 that at the name of  Jesus every knee should bow,  
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
 to the glory of  God the Father.  

This we do, with all our heart and soul. 



The Lord’s Supper -  
Served by Christ


