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God’s Exile 
People of Faith



Now faith is being sure of  what we hope for and certain of  
what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were 
commended for.   

Hebrews 11:1–2

God’s People by Faith In Christ



And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.   

Hebrews 11:6

God’s People by Faith In Christ



By faith he made his home in the promised land like a 
stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac 
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of  the same promise. 
10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God.   

Hebrews 11:9–10

God’s People Are Exiles On Earth



All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did 
not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed 
them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and 
strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they 
are looking for a country of  their own. 15 If  they had been thinking 
of  the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
for he has prepared a city for them.  Hebrews 11:13–16

God’s People Are Exiles On Earth



Persevering Through 
Suffering & Persecution



All these people were still living by faith when they died. 
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a distance. And they 
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 
14People who say such things show that they are looking 
for a country of  their own.   

Hebrews 11:13–14

A Sense of Homelessness



By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of  Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to 
be mistreated along with the people of  God rather than to 
enjoy the pleasures of  sin for a short time.   

Hebrews 11:24–25

Hostility and Persecution



Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were 
tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a 
better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still 
others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were stoned; they 
were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went 
about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 
mistreated — 38 the world was not worthy of  them. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground.  (Hebrews 11:35–38)

Hostility and Persecution



Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that 
they might gain a better resurrection.   

Hebrews 11:35

God’s People Must Persevere



He regarded disgrace for the sake of  Christ as of  greater 
value than the treasures of  Egypt, because he was looking 
ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing 
the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who 
is invisible.   

Hebrews 11:26–27

Seeing Christ & Eternal Reward



Applying the Word



Remember those in prison as if  you were their fellow 
prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if  you 
yourselves were suffering.   

Hebrews 13:3

Remember the Persecuted!



But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called 
Today, so that none of  you may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness.   

Hebrews 3:13

Encourage One Another Daily!



Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of  doing, but let us encourage one another — and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.   

Hebrews 10:25

Gather for Worship!



The Lord’s Supper -  
A Foretaste of  

Our Eternal Reward



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of  heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Our Eternal Reward


