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Paul, called to be an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  
God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of  God 
in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to 
be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the 
name of  our Lord Jesus Christ — their Lord and ours.   

1 Corinthians 1:1–2



Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each 
church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to 
the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.   

Acts 14:23
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The churches in the province of  Asia send you greetings. 
Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so 
does the church that meets at their house.   

1 Corinthians 16:19

The Local Church



Are Christians only called to be part of  the universal 
Church? 

No, all Christians are called to be part of  local churches 
where they are led and cared for by elders, worship God, 
learn the Scripture, receive the sacraments, pray together, 
serve one another, and carry out the Great 
Commission together.

Catechism Question 71
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The reason I left you in Crete was that you might 
straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders 
in every town, as I directed you.  Titus 1:5
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The elders who direct the affairs of  the church well are 
worthy of  double honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching.   

1 Timothy 5:17
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Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
proud, but be willing to associate with people of  low 
position. Do not be conceited.   

Romans 12:15–16
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Let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God.   

Colossians 3:16
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And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of  doing, but 
let us encourage one another — and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.   

Hebrews 10:24–25
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Is any one of  you sick? He should call the elders of  the 
church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 
name of  the Lord... 16 Therefore confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of  a righteous man is powerful and effective.  
James 5:14, 16
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Applying the Word



Communion 


