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I have other sheep that are not of  this sheep pen. I must 
bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd.   

John 10:16



But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the city of  the living God. You have come to 
thousands upon thousands of  angels in joyful assembly, 
23to the church of  the firstborn, whose names are written 
in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of  all men, to 
the spirits of  righteous men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the 
mediator of  a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks a better word than the blood of  Abel.  
Hebrews 12:22–24



What is the Church? 

The Church is the Body, Bride, and Temple of  Christ, the 
community of  all true believers for all time.

Catechism Question 70



The Communion of 
Saints With Christ



I have other sheep that are not of  this sheep pen. I must 
bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd.   

John 10:16

Jesus Our One True Shepherd



But he who unites himself  with the Lord is one with him in 
spirit.   

1 Corinthians 6:17

Our Spiritul Union With Jesus



Is not the cup of  thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 
participation in the blood of  Christ? And is not the bread 
that we break a participation in the body of  Christ? 
17Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all partake of  the one loaf.   

1 Corinthians 10:16–17

Our Spiritul Union With Jesus



The Communion 
of Saints With 
One Another



I have other sheep that are not of  this sheep pen. I must 
bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd.   

John 10:16

There Is One Church



 4 Just as each of  us has one body with many members, 
and these members do not all have the same function, 5 
so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.   

Romans 12:4–5

Members Of One Another



Paul, called to be an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  
God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of  God in 
Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be 
holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the 
name of  our Lord Jesus Christ — their Lord and ours:   

1 Corinthians 1:1–2

The Local and Universal Church



Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud 
of  witnesses, let us throw off  everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.   

Hebrews 12:1

The Union of Believers Of All Times



But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the 
city of  the living God. You have come to thousands upon 
thousands of  angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of  the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to 
God, the judge of  all men, to the spirits of  righteous men made 
perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of  a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of  Abel.   

Hebrews 12:22–24

Saints On Earth, Saints In Heaven



When in the Creed we profess to believe the Church, 
reference is made not only to the visible Church of  which 
we are now treating, but also to all the elect of  God, 
including in the number even those who have departed 
this life.  

Calvin, Institutes, 4.1.2

Saints On Earth, Saints In Heaven



After this I looked and there before me was a great 
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing before the throne and in 
front of  the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they 
cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”   
Revelation 7:9–10

An Eternal Reality



It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve 
angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names 
of  the twelve tribes of  Israel... 14 The wall of  the city had 
twelve foundations, and on them were the names of  the 
twelve apostles of  the Lamb.   

Revelation 21:12, 14

An Eternal Reality



Applying the Word



Communion 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of  heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Communion 


