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Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If  anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.  

1 Corinthians 3:16–17



What is the Church? 

The Church is the Body, Bride, and Temple of  Christ, the 
community of  all true believers for all time.

Catechism Question 70



The Church: 
The Temple of God



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If  anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.   

1 Corinthians 3:16-17  

The Church Is the Temple of God



Do you not know that your body is a temple of  the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  

1 Corinthians 6:19 

Our Bodies Are The Temple



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If  anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.   

1 Corinthians 3:16-17  

The Church Is the Temple of God



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?  

1 Corinthians 3:16 

God’s Spirit Dwells In the Church/Temple



What agreement is there between the temple of  God and 
idols? For we are the temple of  the living God. As God has 
said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.”   

2 Corinthians 6:16 (quoting Leviticus 26:12)

God’s Spirit Dwells In the Church/Temple



In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit.   

Ephesians 2:21–22

God’s Spirit Dwells In the Church/Temple



Implications of 
the Church as 

the Temple



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If  anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.   

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

The Church Is The ONLY Temple



As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans 
but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like 
living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.  

1 Peter 2:4–5

The Church Is The House of Worship



But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare 
the praises of  him who called you out of  darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

1 Peter 2:9 

The Church Is The House of Worship



Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a 
sacrifice of  praise — the fruit of  lips that confess his 
name.   

Hebrews 13:15 

The Church Is The House of Worship



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If  anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.   

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

The Church Is One, Unified Temple



In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit.   

Ephesians 2:21–22 

The Church Is One, Unified Temple



Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If  anyone 
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.   

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

The Church Is A Holy Temple



What agreement is there between the temple of  God and idols? 
For we are the temple of  the living God. As God has said: “I will live 
with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they 
will be my people.” 17 “Therefore come out from them and be 
separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive 
you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 7:1 Since we have these 
promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that 
contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of  reverence 
for God.  (2 Corinthians 6:16–7:1)



Applying the Word



The Table  
of  

God’s Presence


