Verses for Meditating on the Advent of Joy In Christ

The source of true joy is God and His Kingdom

(The following verses remind us that real joy is found in God, His Kingdom, His work, His
Word. To know God, to love God, to experience God is to know and experience joy. Just as
hope, peace, and love are rooted in God - and a right relationship with HIm - so is true joy.)

For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 26 For all the
gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 27 Splendor and majesty are
before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place.

1 Chronicles 16:25-27

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again,
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
Matthew 13:44

In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.
Luke 15:10

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
John 15:11

[ am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may
have the full measure of my joy within them.
John 17:13

And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 13:52

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit
Romans 14:17

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13

Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have
nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.”

Nehemiah 8:10



But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Zgentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23

Surely you have granted him eternal blessings and made him glad with the joy of your presence.
Psalms 21:6

But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness
will be the scepter of your kingdom. ° You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of
joy.”

Hebrews 1:8-9

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.
Psalms 19:8

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and [ am helped. My heart
leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.
Psalms 28:7

When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your
name, O LORD God Almighty.
Jeremiah 15:16

You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with
eternal pleasures at your right hand.
Psalms 16:11

God delights in His people - and we find joy in them as well

(The following verses teach us that God delights in His people. He takes joy in His people - and
so should we. A right relationship with the people of God - His Church - is a source of great joy
and delight for God’s children.)

But be glad and rejoice forever in what [ will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
and its people a joy. 1° I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of
weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.

Isaiah 65:18-19

For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 2° Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20



How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our
God because of you?
1 Thessalonians 3:9

Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the
hearts of the saints.
Philemon 1:7

I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you
and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.
2 John 1:12

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will
quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.
Zephaniah 3:17

Joy is God’s gift to His people as part of salvation

(The following verses teach us that God gives joy to His people. This gift of joy is not
something for a select few who have attained spiritual heights - it is part of His gift of salvation
to His children. This means that all Christians have a deposit of joy given to them that is
renewed by God as they walk with Him.)

But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
and its people a joy. ! I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of
weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.

Isaiah 65:18-19

Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people, come to my aid when you save
them, 3 that I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, that I may share in the joy of your
nation and join your inheritance in giving praise.

Psalms 106:4-5

When your words came, | ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your
name, O LORD God Almighty.
Jeremiah 15:16

The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because
he had come to believe in God—he and his whole family.
Acts 16:34



True worship is a joyful praising of God
(The following verses remind us that joy is an essential part of our worship. While it is true that
worship includes many emotions - contrition, awe, love, desire - it is also an expression of joy.)

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, “The LORD
reigns!” 32 Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in
them! 33 Then the trees of the forest will sing, they will sing for joy before the LORD, for he
comes to judge the earth. >* Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.
3Cry out, “Save us, O God our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the nations, that we may
give thanks to your holy name, that we may glory in your praise.” 3¢ Praise be to the LORD, the
God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.

1 Chronicles 16:31-36

Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.
Psalms 100:2

But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful.
Psalms 68:3

Also at your times of rejoicing—your appointed feasts and New Moon festivals—you are to
sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and they will be a
memorial for you before your God. I am the LORD your God.”

Numbers 10:10

There, in the presence of the LORD your God, you and your families shall eat and shall rejoice
in everything you have put your hand to, because the LORD your God has blessed you.
Deuteronomy 12:7

And rejoice before the LORD your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name—
you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, the Levites in your towns,
and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows living among you.

Deuteronomy 16:11

David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brothers as singers to sing joyful songs,
accompanied by musical instruments: lyres, harps and cymbals.
1 Chronicles 15:16

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
1 Chronicles 16:10

But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your protection
over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.
Psalms 5:11



The Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven
days with great rejoicing, while the Levites and priests sang to the LORD every day,
accompanied by the LORD’S instruments of praise.

2 Chronicles 30:21

I will be glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
Psalms 9:2

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and [ am helped. My heart
leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.
Psalms 28:7

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.
Psalms 47:1

Then will I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. I will praise you with the harp,
O God, my God.
Psalms 43:4

The Incarnation of Christ is a cause for great joy

(The following verses remind us that Christ’s Incarnation and ministry are a cause of joy. In
Christ, God has become man, thus allowing us to become fully human - all that we were meant
to be. This is a source of deep joy and satisfaction to those who are daily being conformed to the
image of Christ - the Last Adam.)

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for
all the people. ! Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:10-11

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the
Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan— 2 The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 3 You have
enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the
harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.

Isaiah 9:1-3

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to
you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.

Zechariah 9:9



And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
Luke 1:4647

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favor
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who
grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.

Isaiah 61:1-3

Joy is not dependent on our circumstances

(The following verses remind us that joy is not dependent on our circumstances. True joy does
not come and go with the ups and downs of life, but is an anchor that holds us through those
shifting circumstances. The testimony of God’s people in Scripture is that the joy of the Lord
can be ours - even in the face of the worst of circumstances, because joy is found in God - not
our situation.)

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,
? for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

1 Peter 1:6-9

But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when
his glory is revealed.
1 Peter 4:13

I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds.
2 Corinthians 7:4

Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity.
2 Corinthians 8:2

You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.
1 Thessalonians 1:6



You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property,
because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.
Hebrews 10:34

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2

Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, * because you know
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

James 1:2—4

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,
18yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. !° The Sovereign LORD is
my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.
Habakkuk 3:17-19

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against
you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:11-12

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering
disgrace for the Name.
Acts 5:41

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, ? through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and
character, hope. > And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Romans 5:1-5

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
Philippians 4:4



Joy will be consummated at Christ’s return - when all things are set right and restored
(The following verses teach us that although we have real joy in Christ now, the ultimate
fulfillment of joy will only arrive when Christ returns. When He comes again, all wrongs will be
made right, the whole creation will be renewed, and we will see God. This will be cause for
eternal, all consuming joy - we will truly glorify and enjoy Him forever!)

But be glad and rejoice forever in what [ will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
and its people a joy. 1° I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of
weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.

Isaiah 65:18-19

To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy— 2° to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

Jude 1:24-25

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song
before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
Isaiah 55:12

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, ? through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and
character, hope. > And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Romans 5:1-5

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, '° because you
will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. !' You have made
known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at
your right hand.

Psalms 16:9-11

His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
Matthew 25:21



