
The source of true love is God Himself
(The following verses remind us that God Himself is the source of true love.  Just as hope and 
peace are rooted in God - and a right relationship with Him - so is true love.)

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 
1 John 4:7–11

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother. 
1 John 4:16–21

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you: 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the 
tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Matthew 5:43–48

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:1–2

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Colossians 3:12–14



God’s love for us in Christ is more than we can fathom
(The following verses show us the depth of God’s love for us.  It is more than we can grasp - but 
His Spirit can enlighten us that we may begin to understand.  As we meditate on that love, it 
gives us strength, assurance, and empowers us to love as our Father has loved us.)

For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all 
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
Ephesians 3:14–21

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother. 
1 John 4:16–21

Nothing can separate us from God’s love given to us in Christ
(The following verses teach us that the love of God which has come to us in Christ can not be 
overcome by anything else.  God’s love for us in Christ is secure.  He has loved us from all 
eternity, and no one and nothing can separate us from that love.)

The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying:  “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have 
drawn you with loving-kindness.”
Jeremiah 31:3

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 
or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8:35–39



God’s love calls for a response of faith and love from us
(The following verses show that God’s love for us calls for a response from us.  God’s action, as 
always, is first.  But as always, it calls forth a response from His people.  Because God has loved 
us, we are called to believe in Christ, to love God, and to extend love to others - even our 
enemies.)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done 
through God.
John 3:16–21

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3Everyone 
who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 
1 John 3:1–3

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother. 
1 John 4:16–21

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
Deuteronomy 6:4–5

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Matthew 22:36–40



You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out 
or you will be destroyed by each other. 
Galatians 5:13–15

Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself. I am the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you: 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the 
tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Matthew 5:43–48

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves 
his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not 
murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are 
summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to its 
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
Romans 13:8–10

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Colossians 3:12–14

Jesus shows us true love
(The following verses teach us that Jesus is God’s love incarnate.  As such, He such us true love.  
If we want to know how to love other - look at Jesus.  He shows us true love.)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19 This then is how we know that we belong 
to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20 whenever our hearts condemn us. 
For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
1 John 3:16–20



Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 
1 John 4:7–11

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done 
through God.
John 3:16–21

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
John 13:34–35

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:1–2

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Colossians 3:12–14

True love is not just an emotion - it includes concrete actions
(The following verses show that love is not just an emotion - it includes concrete actions.  Jesus 
did not just “feel” for our plight - He became man and worked salvation for us.  We are not 
called to simply feel for other - love compels us to act.)

For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 
who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. 19 And you are to love those who are 
aliens, for you yourselves were aliens in Egypt. 
Deuteronomy 10:17–19



For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done 
through God.
John 3:16–21

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love 
with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19 This then is how we know that we belong 
to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20 whenever our hearts condemn us. 
For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
1 John 3:16–20

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 
1 John 4:7–11

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in 
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 
is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves 
God must also love his brother. 
1 John 4:16–21

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful 
nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out 
or you will be destroyed by each other. 
Galatians 5:13–15



Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself. I am the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or 
a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I 
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain 
nothing. 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is 
not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 
11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 
known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 13:1–13

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you: 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the 
tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Matthew 5:43–48

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves 
his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not 
murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are 
summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to its 
neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
Romans 13:8–10

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are 
doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 
James 2:8–9

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Colossians 3:12–14



Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put 
any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. 14 As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am 
fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, 
then for him it is unclean. 15 If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no 
longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. 
Romans 14:13–15


