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Clive Staples Lewis ("Jack”)
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Addison’s Walk



Joy Davidman Lewis
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“Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true of infinite
importance. The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.”


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:C.s.lewis3.JPG
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= Early pain over the loss of his mother

= Difficulties with prayer

= The problem of evil in the world

= Parallels between mythology & Christianity
= Indoctrination into rationalism

= Tension between reason and imagination

= Disbelief in miracles
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LT The Problem of Evil

= Evil: an argument against God’s
existence? or

= Evil: an argument for God’s existence !

= Why does evil exist?
— Free Will
— Natural Law
— Soul Making
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LII] Christianity is a Myth

= "All religions (mythologies) are merely
man’s invention.” (Lewis)

= "All myths are lies!” (Lewis)
= "No they are not !!"” (Tolkien)

= "The gospel is the best ‘eucatastrophe’ in
history!” (Tolkien)
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LIT Miracles

= Naturalism self-destructs

= Three common objections to miracles
— They are impossible
— They are improbable
— They are inappropriate
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C.S. Lewis Case for Christ

= Argument from Longing }

Theism is

= Argument from Morality Truel

= Argument from Reason

} Christianity

= Argument from Christ is Truel
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L] Argument from Longing

= "Being hungry doesn't prove that one will
get food, it does prove that there is such a
thing as food.”

= “If we are really the products of a
materialistic universe, how is it we don't
feel at home in it? *
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LI Argument from Morality

= Everyday existence demonstrates there is
an ultimate right/wrong

= Right/wrong is not merely instinct

= Moral codes are universal:
—“"Law of Human Nature”
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LIl Argument from Reason

= Reason cannot be explained by naturalism

= Reason can only come from outside of
nature

“If there is no meaning to the universe, we
should never have found out.”
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LIl Argument from Christ

= Atheistic Materialism ?
— “self refuting”

= Pantheism ?
— “nonsense”

= Modernist Christianity ?
— “too simplistic”

= Dualism ?
— “self refuting”
= Christianity ?
— “makes full sense of the universe”
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LISl Psychological Crutch ?
(Wish Fulfillment)

= Some things we wish for do exist
= Marx and Freud’s theory is self-refuting

= Many religious beliefs are opposite of what
we desire

= Disbelief in God is wish fulfillment
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One of Many Paths to God ?

= Christianity does not deny or ignore truth
in other religions

= Atheism does reject the central truth in all
other religions

= Which view is more narrow minded and
arrogant?
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LITl Jesus: God or Good Teacher ?

Jesus claimed to be God incarnate:
If his claims are false and:
He did not know it ........ Lunatic;

He did know it............... . Liar;

If his claims are true ............ . Lord !






Lewis’ Conclusion

= "I believe in Christianity as I believe the sun has
risen, not only because I see it, but because by

it I see everything else.”
(C.S. Lewis)
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