
Living As
Citizens of

Two Kingdoms



I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any 
more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not 
that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you 
sent me into the world, I have sent them into 
the world. 

John 17:14-18 
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Christ Rulership Over All Things



Jesus Rules Every 
Square Inch!

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit....

Matthew 28:18-19 
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History - A Tale of Two Kingdoms



So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them. 28 God blessed them and 
said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and 
over every living creature that moves on the 
ground." 

Genesis 1:27-28 

When Work Was 
Worship



The LORD God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 
it. 

Genesis 2:15  

When Work Was 
Worship



After the fall, God instituted a distinction 
between the common kingdom, the realm 
of common grace ruled through general 
revelation, and the redemptive kingdom, 
the realm of saving grace ruled through 
special revelation.
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After the Fall - 
Two Distinct 

Kingdoms



Living As 
Citizens of 

Two Kingdoms



• Remember that the church is not a citizen of 
two kingdoms - individual believers are
• Remember that our primary loyalty is now to 

the redemptive kingdom - our true home
• The common kingdom is not redemptive - it is 

not the church, and does not do redemptive, 
church work
•When we do cultural work, we do it as sons 

of Adam
• Normally we base cultural work, arguments 

on general revelation (but we know truth from 
special revelation)
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Applying the Word



Communion - Foretaste of the 
Marriage supper of the lamb


